	
	Physical Gold
	Gold Mutual Fund
	Gold ETFs
	Sovereign Gold Bond (SGB)
	Digital Gold

	Tangibility
	You can touch it.
	No
	No
	No
	You can ask for delivery 

	Liqiudity
	Highly liquid
	Will take 3-7 days to liquify
	Will take 1-3 days to liquify
	Min 5 years if you are not buying or selling in secondary market
	Highly liquid

	Min-Max limit on buying
	Min 1 gram 
	Depends on the mutual fund. On Avg 1000-5000 Min
	Min 1 gm
	Min 1 gm and Max 4 kg for individual
	You can buy even for 1 Rs

	Demant account
Required
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	No

	Taxes
	(i) STCG – Less than 3 years, added to your over-all income and taxed at slab rates

(ii) LTCG – More than 3 years, 20% tax with indexation advantage  

Plus gst 3% on selling
	20% plus 4% cess for long-term capital gains. 


	20% plus 4% cess for long-term capital gains. 


	No capital gains tax. 2.5% interest is taxed at the slab rates
	Taxation – Same as Physical Gold
Plus
GST – 3% (You buy 1000 rupees of gold, you get 970 worth of gold)

	Suggestion
	No
	Yes, if for short term and don’t have demat account
	Yes, if for short term and have demat account(better then mutual fund)
	Yes, If for long term 
	No



